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of whole oats along with the hay. Rabbits show about the same symptoms as cattle, bleed internally and die in six to twenty days.
Should the farmer have a stack of moldy hay that he wants to test before he begins to feed it, the rabbits will provide reasonably safe insurance. He could start the rabbits and cattle at the same time, as the rabbits will become sick and die before the cows begin to show symptoms. This will give the owner time to take the cows off the sweet-clover hay and substitute another and safer feed. No harm will usually come to the cattle and they will recover fully from their brief exposure to the moldy sweet-clover hay.
If the moldy hay kills the rabbits in about a week, this would mean that it is especially poisonous. It probably will be best to discard the hay entirely. If it should take two or three weeks to make the rabbits sick, this hay may sometimes be fed to horses, sheep and some of the older cows without danger, if other feeds are alternated with it.
On many farms where sweet-clover poisoning occurs it has been the custom to use the hay as the principal or even sole article of diet. Perhaps if the cows were not obliged to depend on the sweet-clover hay alone, poisoning would not have happened. Some cattlemen feed the moldy hay in alternate weeks, one week good hay and the next week moldy hay. This is often successful.
The safest practice, of course, is not to use the poisonous hay at all. The following facts should be kept in mind when considering sweet-clover poisoning. Hay is meant and not the green pasture. Most sweet-clover hay is not cured properly. Much of it is moldy. Tons of this moldy hay is fed annually without trouble. The difficulty is that one is not able to tell by looking at the moldy hay which is dangerous and which can be 'fed safely. Some moldy hay is evidently poisonous and some is not. Use the rabbit test to find out in case of doubt. Do not castrate, dehorn or perform any surgical operation on cattle while they are on